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http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/others/hlm-nuclear-disarmament/statements/
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/others/hlm-nuclear-disarmament/statements/
http://lcnp.org/files/060613_Obama.docx


http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11426.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11426.doc.htm
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In closing, we strongly urge that the United States 

take advantage of the present opportunities to pursue 

with vigor a nuclear weapons-free world in accord-

ance with the UN Charter and the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty obligation to conduct negotiations in good 

faith on cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early 

date and nuclear disarmament. We appreciate your 

attention and would be happy to meet with you about 

the matters addressed by this letter.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Burroughs, Ph.D., Executive Director, Lawyers 

Committee on Nuclear Policy 

[contact for this letter: johnburroughs@lcnp.org; 

(212) 818-1861; 

 866 UN Plaza, Suite 4050, New York, NY 

10017] 

 

Joseph Gerson, Disarmament Coordinator, American 

Friends Service Committee 

 

Kevin Martin, Executive Director, Peace Action 

 

Jacqueline Cabasso, Executive Director, Western 

States Legal Foundation 

 

Jonathan Granoff, President, Global Security Institute 

 

David Krieger, Ph.D., President, Nuclear Age Peace 

Foundation 

 

Catherine Thomasson, Executive Director, Physi-

cians for Social Responsibility 

 

Susan Shaer, Executive Director, Women's Action 

for New Directions 

 

Paul F. Walker, Ph.D., Director, Environmental Se-

curity and Sustainability, Global Green USA 

 

Katherine Fuchs, Program Director, Alliance for 

Nuclear Accountability 

 

Marylia Kelley, Executive Director, Tri-Valley 

CARES (Communities Against a Radioactive 

Environment) 

 

Ralph Hutchison, Coordinator, Oak Ridge Environ-

mental Peace Alliance 

 

Jay Coghlan, Executive Director, Nuclear Watch 

New Mexico 

 

Joni Arends, Executive Director, Concerned Citizens 

for Nuclear Safety 

 

Harvey Zendt, 2020 Vision Campaigner, Mayors For 

Peace 

 

Mark Johnson, Executive Director, Fellowship of 

Reconciliation 

 

David Swanson, Co-Founder, WarIsACrime.org 

 

Valerie Heinonen, OSU, Leadership Team, Ursuline 

Sisters of Tildonk - US Province 

 

Odile Hugonot Haber, Co-Chair, Middle East Com-

mittee of WILPF-US 

 

Alan Haber, Megiddo Peace Project, Ann Arbor Grey 

Panthers 

 

Sr. Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN, Executive Director, 

Pax Christi USA  

 

Ellen Rosser, President, World Peace Now 

 

Kathleen Sullivan, Ph.D., Program Director, Hibaku-

sha Stories 

 

Steven G. Gilbert, Ph.D., DABT, Executive Director, 

INND (Institute of Neurotoxicology & Neu-

rological Disorders) 

 

cc: 

John Kerry, Secretary of State 

Rose Gottemoeller, Acting Under Secretary of State 

for Arms Control and International Security  

Thomas M. Countryman, Assistant Secretary of State 

for International Security and Nonprolifera-

tion 

Thomas Donilon, National Security Advisor 

Ben Rhodes, Deputy National Security Advisor 

Susan Rice, Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations 
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and Nagasaki, which are the origin of the inhumanity 

of the use of nuclear weapons. 

 

 

Appendix 

 

Japan to sign U.N. statement against use of nucle-

ar weapons 

TOKYO, Oct. 11, Kyodo 

The Japanese government has decided to sign for the 

first time a joint statement to be issued at the United 

Nations calling on countries not to use nuclear weap-

ons under any circumstances, Japanese government 

sources said Thursday. 

Similar U.N. statements have been drafted three 

times before but Japan refused to endorse them on the 

grounds that they would contradict its policy of rely-

ing on the U.S. nuclear umbrella, they said. 

Tokyo will join more than 80 other countries in up-

holding the statement to be released, possibly on Oct. 

17, at the First Committee of the U.N. General As-

sembly, as it has confirmed with New Zealand, one 

of the drafters of the initiative, that the document will 

not be legally binding, the sources said. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida, a native of 

Hiroshima, is eager to promote nuclear disarmament 

and thought it would not be desirable for Japan to 

continue opposing U.N. initiatives calling on nations 

not to use nuclear weapons, they said. 

People in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which suffered 

U.S. atomic bombings in 1945, have criticized 

Japan's past refusal to sign U.N. documents on nucle-

ar arsenals. 

Hiroshima is scheduled to host a foreign ministers' 

meeting of the 10-member Non-Proliferation and 

Disarmament Initiative group in 2014. 

From: 

http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/10/251103.ht

ml?searchType=site&req_type=article&phrase=japan

+humanitarian+statement 

 

 

Draft U.N. statement says nukes not to be used 

"under any circumstances" 

NEW YORK, Oct. 11, Kyodo 

A draft of a joint statement on nuclear disarmament 

that Japan has decided to join in crafting along with 

other countries for release at the United Nations says 

nuclear arsenals should never be used again "under 

any circumstances" in the interest of humanity's sur-

vival. 

The draft, obtained by Kyodo News, also says the 

inhuman nature of atomic weapons "became evident 

from the moment of their first use," apparently allud-

ing to Hiroshima, the first city devastated by a nucle-

ar explosion in history. 

Similar U.N. statements were issued three times in 

the past. But Japan did not endorse them on the 

grounds that a reference that nukes should not be 

used "under any circumstances" would contradict 

Japan's policy of relying on the U.S. "nuclear umbrel-

la." 

In a shift of position, Japanese Foreign Minister 

Fumio Kishida on Friday announced that Tokyo 

would endorse the joint statement. 

A group of countries are currently fine-tuning the 

wording of the document expected to be unveiled 

Thursday or later, diplomats said. 

The draft statement says nuclear weapons use would 

cause devastating consequences with "deep implica-

tions for human survival; for our environment; for 

socio-economic development; for our economies; and 

for the health of future generations." 

Noting the uncontainable catastrophic effects of a 

nuclear weapon detonation, by design or accident, the 

statement says, "It is in the interest of the very sur-
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vival of humanity that nuclear weapons are never 

used again, under any circumstances." 

It has also been speculated that Japan did not endorse 

past statements because they did not conform to the 

country's policy of seeking the elimination of nuclear 

weapons in a phased manner. 

The upcoming statement, however, mentions "all 

approaches and efforts towards nuclear disarma-

ment," allowing a broader range of countries to sup-

port it. 

The past documents also had cited "outlawing" nu-

clear weapons, an expression rejected by Japan but 

the word "outlaw" was eliminated in the last state-

ment issued in Geneva in April. 

The Geneva statement noted the application of inter-

national humanitarian law to the use of nuclear 

weapons. This was not included in the draft state-

ment, weakening the advocacy of a ban on nuclear 

weapons through international law. 

 

From: 

http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/10/251103.ht

ml?searchType=site&req_type=article&phrase=japan

+humanitarian+statement  

 

 

 

Afghanistan's Hamid Karzai says Nato caused 'great suffering' 

BBC, October 7 

 

President Hamid Karzai has criticised Nato for failing 

to bring stability to Afghanistan in over a decade 

there.  

"On the security front the entire Nato exercise was 

one that caused Afghanistan a lot of suffering, a lot of 

loss of life, and no gains because the country is not 

secure," he said. 

He said Nato had incorrectly focused the fight on 

Afghan villages rather than Taliban safe havens in 

Pakistan. 

Mr Karzai has just six months remaining in office 

until a successor is elected. 

"I am not happy to say that there is partial security. 

That's not what we are seeking. What we wanted was 

absolute security and a clear-cut war against terror-

ism," Mr Karzai said of the Nato campaign. 

Speaking in one of his last major interviews before 

stepping down, he told BBC Newsnight that his pri-

ority now is to bring peace and security to Afghani-

stan, including a power-sharing deal with the Taliban. 

He said that his government was actively engaged in 

talks with the hardline Islamic group with this aim in 

mind: 

"They are Afghans. Where the Afghan president, the 

Afghan government can appoint the Taliban to a 

government job they are welcome," he said. "But 

where it's the Afghan people appointing people 

through elections to state organs then the Taliban 

should come and participate in elections." 

Women's rights  

http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/10/251103.html?searchType=site&req_type=article&phrase=japan+humanitarian+statement
http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/10/251103.html?searchType=site&req_type=article&phrase=japan+humanitarian+statement
http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/10/251103.html?searchType=site&req_type=article&phrase=japan+humanitarian+statement
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He dismissed concerns that bringing the Taliban back 

into government would sacrifice the tenuous gains on 

the status of women made in Afghanistan. 

"The return of the Taliban will not undermine pro-

gress. This country needs to have peace. I am willing 

to stand for anything that will bring peace to Afghan-

istan and through that to promote the cause of the 

Afghan women better," he said. 

"I have no doubt that there will be more Afghan 

young girls and women studying and getting higher 

education and better job opportunities. There is no 

doubt about that; even if the Taliban come that will 

not end, that will not slow down," he added. 

Before the elections for Mr Karzai's successor the 

United States is keen to finalise a bilateral security 

agreement which will also formalise US-Afghan 

relations following the 2014 Nato troop withdrawal.  

The US wants this signed by Mr Karzai, to avoid it 

becoming an election issue. However, the Afghan 

leader told Newsnight he was in no hurry to sign a 

pact:  

"If the agreement doesn't suit us then of course they 

can leave. The agreement has to suit Afghanistan's 

interests and purposes. If it doesn't suit us and if it 

doesn't suit them then naturally we will go separate 

ways." 

The US is becoming more and more pessimistic 

about the issue and has said it will consider a zero 

troops option.  

Troop drawdown  

Mr Karzai has had troubled relations with his West-

ern backers in recent years for openly criticising 

Nato, whom he has accused of having no respect for 

Afghan sovereignty.  

In 2009, US President Barack Obama described Mr 

Karzai as an unreliable and ineffective partner. How-

ever, speaking to Newsnight Mr Karzai dismissed the 

claim saying he was characterised in this manner 

"because where they want us to go along, we don't go 

along. They want us to keep silent when civilians are 

killed. We will not, we cannot".  

He said that in the years immediately following the 

US-led invasion of Afghanistan he had had good 

relations with the-then President George W Bush as 

in "those beginning years there was not much differ-

ence of opinion between us". 

"The worsening of relations began in 2005 where we 

saw the first incidents of civilian casualties, where we 

saw that the war on terror was not conducted where it 

should have been." 

Mr Karzai said the war should have been conducted 

"in the sanctuaries, in the training grounds beyond 

Afghanistan, rather than that which the US and Nato 

forces were conducting operations in Afghan villag-

es, causing harm to Afghan people." 

There has also been much criticism of the Afghan 

government's failure to deal with corruption, which 

along with lack of progress on significantly improv-

ing women's rights, saw Norway cutting some its aid 

to the country last week. 

"Our government is weak and ineffective in compari-

son to other governments, we've just begun," Mr 

Karzai said. "But the big corruption, the hundreds of 

millions of dollars of corruption, it was not Afghan. 

Now everybody knows that. It was foreign. 

"The contracts, the subcontracts, the blind contracts 

given to people, money thrown around to buy loyal-

ties, money thrown around to buy submissiveness of 

Afghan government officials, to policies and designs 

that the Afghans would not agree to. That was the 

major part of corruption," he said. 

From: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-24433433  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-24433433


http://www.dw.de/once-maligned-german-officer-promoted-to-general/a-16152501
http://www.dw.de/once-maligned-german-officer-promoted-to-general/a-16152501
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On September 3, 2009, Taliban fighters kidnapped 

two fuel tankers and killed a driver at a fake check-

point. A few hours later, the stolen tankers got stuck 

in a dry river bed just a few kilometers from the 

German NATO camp in Kunduz. Shortly before 2 

a.m. local time on September 4, Colonel Klein gave 

the command for the bombardment. In the subse-

quent attack, between 91 - 137 civilians died. 

"Mr. Klein acted incorrectly. He made the decision 

himself, and he also saw the civilian population," said 

Popal. "But he deliberately and intentionally gave the 

command to attack." 

No 'show of force' 

Two American pilots had been circling the scene for 

hours to get an overview of the situation. Repeatedly 

the pilots suggested a scare tactic of flying low over 

the tankers to chase the civilians away. But Klein 

declined this "show of force." 

The Ministry of Defense, represented by Mark Zim-

mer, pleaded for the case to be dismissed at the open-

ing of the trial in March 2013. According to Zimmer, 

the ministry is not the right target. "In our case Colo-

nel Klein was not acting solely on behalf of the Fed-

eral Republic of Germany, but rather, he was in-

volved in a NATO system. Therefore his superiors 

were NATO officers," Zimmer told DW prior to the 

start of the trial. The court, however, did not accept 

this argument. 

Answers through aerial photographs? 

Now video footage from the American jets should 

shed some light. In the infrared images, people ap-

pear as small black dots approaching and leaving the 

fuel tankers and moving between them. Should Colo-

nel Klein have recognized in these photos that these 

were civilians siphoning gasoline? 

The defense disputes the footage. Zimmer calls it a 

"diffuse image," and according to experts from the 

German federal government, neither civilians nor 

Taliban fighters are clearly recognizable. 

For the plaintiffs, however, the imagery shows clear 

patterns of movement to indicate that civilians were 

approaching the tankers with canisters, then returning 

to their villages. 

'Taliban work in small groups' 

Toward the end of the proceedings, Thomas Ruttig, 

an expert on Afghanistan, explained the behavior of 

the Afghan rural population and the Taliban. Ruttig 

stressed that during Ramadan, when the attack oc-

curred, it is not uncommon for people to remain out 

until late at night. He added that free fuel would have 

been a generous gift for the impoverished villagers - 

which is what might have lured them to the tankers. 

Very seldom, Ruttig added, do more than 10 Taliban 

fighters at a time take part in a mission. On the aerial 

photographs many black dots are visible. "Someone 

familiar with the subject should know that such a 

large group can't just be made up of Taliban," Ruttig 

told DW after the trial. "For me, the back and forth 

looked much more like a frenzied flock of chickens." 

The next trial date is set for December 11. At that 

point either the case will be dismissed, said court 

spokesman Philip Prietze, or the judges will find that 

Colonel Klein may have acted wrongly and will want 

to sift through additional evidence and witnesses. 

From: 

http://www.dw.de/questions-remain-as-kunduz-trial-

continues/a-17196492 

 

* Karim Popal is a Board member of IALANA Ger-

many; Peter Derleder a member of the Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

Report from Western States Legal Foundation, USA 

 

In early September, when the United States appeared to be on a fast track to war, Western States Legal Foundation 

published a briefing paper on the international law implications of the Syria crisis, written by Andrew Lichterman, 

with contributions from Jacqueline Cabasso and John Burroughs. The Information Brief, titled The Rush to Bomb 

http://www.dw.de/the-accidental-victims/a-16681586
http://www.dw.de/the-accidental-victims/a-16681586
http://www.dw.de/insider-attacks-threaten-nato-mission-in-afghanistan/a-16269719
http://wslfweb.org/docs/wslfsyriabrief1.pdf
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